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From the Pastor:

When | was in elementary school it
often seemed in September we would be
asked to write an essay, “How I Spent My
Summer Vacation”. Trips to exotic places
were described; activities that embraced
warmer weather were the norm; and generally
a good time was had by all. As the family of
God shifts into a summer mindset, I am
anticipating this question in July rather than
waiting for a report in September.

Many of us will travel and be gone
some summer Sundays. Family reunions are
important as well as giving our bodies time to
rest and recreate in new ways. The family of
God at St. Paul’s will have family reunions
every Sunday as we connect with our
heavenly Father and with all God’s children.
Each Sunday is special, with ample
opportunity to get to know and grow with
each other.

Summer is a time of growth. All of
nature is alive and growing. So are we. Each
church member can make a contribution to
this growth. We can become more loving
toward other members of God’s family. We
can cordially welcome guests at our worship
services. We can invite unchurched
acquaintances over for coffee. We can
commit ourselves to pray at a certain time
each day. These are obtainable goals each
member of St. Paul’s, young, old orin-

between can personally influence.

We have a dedicated staff that
provides a high quality worship experience.
We are blessed with gifted members who
share their talents each Sunday, whether it can
be the gift of music or the gift of gab, in
connecting with God and others. We have a
beautiful space to gather and worship, a space
that celebrates 125 years of service this year.
We have provided in this space the
understanding that you are expected,
regardless of your ability, to be a part of the
gathering. We are praying for you. God wants
to touch your life.

It is a good time to be the church. We
are blessed with God’s abundance of
resources to allow us to do God’s will in this
time and place. Yes, we can! | look forward to
an active, exciting, Spirit-filled summer as we
gather regularly at 9:30 a.m. for Word and
Sacrament, receiving the gifts of God as the
people of God. As the Upstate New York
Synod mission declares: We are Resurrection
people who pray first, walk together, and
change lives. God bless you in your ministry.

Soli Deo Gloria,
Pastor Jeff Hedin

P.S. Congratulations to Janet Harris, Church
Coordinator, as she became a citizen of the
United States of America on June 11™.
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From the Deacon’s Bench!

The Men’s Club (see the LCM website), The
Adult Forum and The Wednesday Bible
Class are looking forward to welcoming you
in September. Please come! Additionally,
consider helping with the next RAIHN
program this July. See the church bulletin or
contact Jennifer Canning for additional
information.

From the Internet:-

Happening in the Church:-

Latest news reports are that five terrorist cell
groups have been operating in many of our
churches. They have been identified as: Bin
Sleepin, Bin Arguin, Bin Fightin, Bin
Complainin, and Bin Missin. Their leader,
Osama Bin Lucifer, trained these groups to
destroy the Body of Christ. The plan is to
come into the church disguised as Christians
and to work within the church to discourage,
disrupt, and destroy.

However, there have also been reports of a
sixth group. A tiny cell known by the name
Bin Prayin is actually the only effective
counter terrorism force in the church. Unlike
other terrorist cells, the Bin Prayin team does
not blend in with whoever and whatever
comes along.

Bin Prayin does whatever is needed to uplift
and encourage the Body of Christ. We have
noticed that the Bin Prayin cell group has
different characteristics than the others. They
have Bin Watchin, Bin Waitin, Bin Fastin,
and Bin Longin for their Master, Jesus Christ
to return. Which cell group do you belong
to? Prayer is the best way to draw strength
from Heaven!

Number two from the internet:-

Subject: JULY 8, 2009 AT 5 MINUTES
AND 6 SECONDS AFTER 4 A.M., ON THE
8TH OF JULY, THIS YEAR, THE TIME
AND DATE WILL BE: 04:05:06 07-08-09
THIS WILL NOT HAPPEN AGAIN UNTIL
THE YEAR 3009!"! (I had a deep feeling that
you just needed to know this)




Number Three;-

Comments made in the year 1955! That's
only 53 years ago!

I'll tell you one thing, if things keep going the
way they are, it's going to be impossible to
buy a week's groceries for $20.00.

'Have you seen the new cars coming out next
year? It won't be long before $2, 000.00 will
only buy a used one.

'If cigarettes keep going up in price, I'm going
to quit. 25 cents a pack is ridiculous.

'Did you hear the post office is thinking about
charging 10 cents just to mail a letter?

'If they raise the minimum wage to $1.00,
nobody will be able to hire outside help at the
store.

‘When | first started driving, who would have
thought gas would someday cost 29 cents a
gallon. Guess we'd be better off leaving the
car in the garage.

'I'm afraid to send my kids to the movies any
more ever since they let Clark Gable get by
with saying DAMN in GONE WITH THE
WIND, it seems every new movie has either
HELL or DAMN in it.

'l read the other day where some scientist
thinks it's possible to put a man on the moon
by the end of the century. They even have
some fellows they call astronauts preparing
for it down in Texas.’

'Did you see where some baseball player just
signed a contract for $75,000 a year just to
play ball? It wouldn't surprise me if someday
they'll be making more than the President.

‘I never thought I'd see the day all our kitchen
appliances would be electric. They are even
making electric typewriters now.

'It's too bad things are so tough nowadays. |
see where a few married women are having to
work to make ends meet.

‘It won't be long before young couples are
going to have to hire someone to watch their
kids so they can both work.

'I'm afraid the Volkswagen car is going to
open the door to a whole lot of foreign
business.

"There is no sense going on short trips
anymore for a weekend, it costs nearly $15.00

a night to stay in a hotel.

'No one can afford to be sick anymore, at
$35.00 a day in the hospital, it's too rich for
my blood.'

Yours in Christ,
Al Herpich

ATTENDANCE

“WE COUNT BECAUSE YOU COUNT”

Early Late Total Nursery

May 17 68 75 143
24 76 43 119
31 91 122 213

June 7 87 o4 141
14 89 81 170
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Average attendance through May 2009 - 158
Average attendance through May 2008 - 145
Average attendance through May 2007 — 149

PASTORAL ACTS

Baptisms:
May 31%  Jordan Conrad Heiman
June 14 Angelina Marie Batz

Confirmations:

May 31% Elizabeth Amirana,
Benjamin Burdett, Sydney
Flemister, Olivia Holodnik,
Casey Kallman, Margaret
Kolcon

Funeral:

June 15" Herbert F. Reiss

We were informed of the death of Harland
Waterstraat on May 18" in Bradenton,
Florida




MISSION STATEMENT

St. Paul’s is a welcoming Christian family.
We are created by God, saved by Jesus
Christ, God’s Son, and inspired by the
Holy Spirit. Through joyous worship and
Mission Commitment, St. Paul’s furthers
the word of God’s Saving Grace.

Church Council
News

Welcome to our new Church
Council Member; Jori Cincotta. Jori has
replaced Sue Comer on the Council.

At the Church Council meeting on
Monday June 15 the following items
were discussed —

Minutes of the May meeting,
Action list updates,

May Financial reports,
Photocopier proposals,
Stewardship,

Telephone Directory adverts.

Please see the Church Council
notice board in the hallway for copies of
the minutes of the last meeting. Copies of
previous meeting’s minutes can be found
in the Church Office, or by visiting our
web site www.stpaulspittsford.org

Please contact the Church Council
via e-mail or leave messages in the
Church Council folders in the work area of
the offices.

The next meeting will include a
summer picnic on Monday July 20" at
6:30 p.m. at the Berndt’s.

A Council Open Forum will be held
on Sunday October 25%.

SURPRISE!l SURPRISE!!!
SURPRISE!!IL......

Does anyone remember Gomer Pile
saying those words all the time? ..Guess
that shows my age because I DO! ...One
of the few things I can still remember!

Even though we've shared the
information openly for years, we still have
many within our congregation who
continue to be “surprised” to learn we
have operated with a “deficit” budget
since 1993. ...In other words, our
“operational” expenditures have
exceeded our income. Presently, our
year to date income is $98,256 and our
expenditures are $122,341. While
income HAS been increasing yearly and
we've worked hard to reduce/control
expenditures, we have continued to
experience a “deficit” of $10K-$15K each
year for the past few years. This “deficit”
has been resolved by taking funds from
our savings each year. (NOTE: Our
Capital/Mortgage Fund Budget continues
to do well due to tremendous support
throughout the congregation.)

SO00000, as we approach the “half way”
point in 2009, PLEASE ensure your
operations budget pledges are current!
Help us close the gap this year and no
longer operate with a deficit budget!
...Every little contribution helps!

When we reach the end of 2009, let’s be
“SURPRISED! SURPRISED! SURPRISED!”
for the first time in 16 years with NO
OPERATIONAL BUDGET DEFICIT!

Bill Wallace,
Financial Secretary



News from the
Church Office

y
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I am very proud to be able to announce
that on Thursday 11t June I became a US
Citizen. (For more information please see
page 14.) Thanks to all who have been
very supportive and encouraging during
the process.

Things to do this Summer

1) Wear your name tag each
Sunday

The one service schedule in the summer
is a great opportunity to meet those who
normally attend at a different time. Please
wear your name tags; it will especially
help our newer members and guests. If
you don’t have a name tag, just write
your name on the pad provided in the
Foyer and one will be made for you.

2) Enjoy our Fellowship hours

We began our Summer service schedule
on June 21t with our Enhanced
Fellowship hour following the 9:30 a.m.
service. St. Paul’s Committees and
Groups are each sponsoring a Sunday by
providing the set up, food, and clean up.
Coffee, tea and paper goods are
provided. Thanks to all who are
sponsoring a Sunday.

3) Help with our Chicken BBO
Our Annual Chicken BBQ is on Sunday
30t August. All proceeds go to Habitat
for Humanity. Help will be needed in
many ways - buy tickets, sell tickets, put

a flier up in your office, help set up
tables, assist with greeting, taking tickets,
and serving drinks, help clean up or
make a financial donation. Talk with me,
Dick Poduska, or Marlys Fisher for more
details. After service ticket sales will
begin on Sunday August 9th.

4) Pick up your volunteer schedules
Those who have opted for the “pick up
on Sunday” option of receiving schedules
should collect their copies as follows;
Acolytes on Sunday July 5t, coffee clean
up, counters, hymn boards and openers
on Sunday August 9th.

5) Get involved with our Picnic
Our Annual Picnic will be held on
Sunday September 13th. Please see page 6
for more information.

6) Get involved with VBS
We expect another great turn out of
children this year and need lots of help.
You don’t need to help every day for all
day, part time volunteering is
encouraged. See page 6 or Elizabeth
Conderman for more information.

7 Write a piece fo
Articles for the September “Link” are due
earlier than normal. The deadline is
Thursday August 13th. It will be mailed
on Thursday August 20th.

Janet Harris
Church Coordinator

P.S. During the summer Church Office
hours may be reduced during my
vacations of July 30t to August 4, and
August 24th to 28th. Please call ahead if
you wish to visit during these dates. At
other times hours will continue as
normal; 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Monday -
Thursday, 9:00 a.m. to 12 noon on Friday.

t
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Summer Worship
Hours

Beginning on Sunday June 21 and
running through Sunday September 6th.

One service of Holy Communion
at 9:30 a.m.

We will also have a devotional service at
8:30 a.m. on most summer Sundays,
from Sunday June 28" onwards. Please
see the weekly bulletin inserts for exact
schedule

St Paul ©0s

at North Lodge in
Kings Bend Park

11:00 a.m. Sunday September 13 t,

Dondét miss out on
air followed by good food, fun games,
and great fellowship.

Please bring your own place settings
and a dish to pass. Hot dogs,
hamburgers and drinks will be
provided.

There will be a sign up sheet and a list
of volunteer needs in August.

W O

Pictorial Directory

Our Pictorial Directory photograph dates
have been set for Tuesday October 13™
to Saturday October 17",

Please see Eileen Whitaker with any
questions or offers of help.

Vacation Bible School
August 24-28"
9:30-3:00

This summer we’ll strap on our sandals and
bring the Bible to life—in first century Rome!
The Apostle Paul will be our teacher as he
helps us to experience God’s love on an
unforgettable journey.

ADULTS NEEDED, so grab your togas and
Contact Elizabeth Conderman if able to
volunteer any amount of time for this fast
growing program at St. Paul’s.  Gratius
maximus!

Special Request: We are in need of all types

P ¢f r@teﬁalq angh other items you may donate
or sell in a garage sale this summer. If you
think it may suit our ‘Romanesque’ theme, we
want it! Specifically, we need all sorts of
fabrics, costume jewelry, real or fake trees
and/or large plants, vibrant colored blankets,
tassels, craft items, greenery, bed sheets (for

r $ognd), pthrdw n pillows,e chitingnés npretend
armor, swords, etc. We will be turning the
foyer in to a Roman marketplace complete
with Roman guards, so use your imagination
and give Elizabeth a call!

Red, White & Boom!

On Friday July 3 ™ join a group from St.
Paul 6s at t he GMAOatC
7:30 p.m. Tickets will not be pre -
purchased, everyone will buy their own
lawn ticket for $13 on arrival. Sign up
on the notice boards so that other
attendees will know who to look for on
arrival. We will plan to meet at 7:00
p.m. after the ticket b ooths in the area
near the concession stands and
restrooms. Bring a chair and/or blanket.

oncer



LYO in the News

Take a look at our LYO Calendar on
stpaulspittsford.org/lyo. It highlights all of
our exciting events for the entire year. All
are welcome to join us! If you would like to
be on the LYO email distribution list, let me
know your email and we will add you.

The LYO let loose at our Lock-In in June; the
girls beat the boys as we raced Vermonsters at
Ben& Jerry’s this year, the chicken dance
made its way in to our music repertoire, and
another fun filled sleepless night was had by
most. Youth Sunday was a very rewarding
experience; thank you for your support!

Upcoming Events:

« Red Wings Game, July 5"

. Confirmation Camp, July 12"-17th
» LYO Pool Party, July 6"

« VBS, August 24-28"

. Chicken BBQ, August 30"

« Church Picnic, September 13"

- Rally Day, September (TBA)!

We welcome all 6™ thru 12" graders to
attend our meetings on Sundays from 9:30-
10:00, following the LYO Calendar. This
year we will welcome Noelle Conderman,
Phoebe Cunningham, Madeline Holodnik,
Julia Jones, Allison Menendez, Elyse
Wyatt, and Courtney Zaucha to the LYO!
Congratulations and thank you to Sarah
Schwartzbauer, our graduate from LYO
this year.

We are a welcoming community of Christian
youth on a path which engenders: growing in
faith, encouraging leadership, helping those
in need, and striving to make a positive
difference in our world.

In faith and fun,
Elizabeth Conderman
LYO Coordinator

ENDOWMENT FUND

We now have several congregational families
who have submitted commitment forms
allocating a portion of their future estate to
our Endowment Fund!

PLEASE consider adding your family’s
commitment as you review your taxes this
year or complete any future estate planning
process. As indicated previously, it is our
goal to secure a sufficient future fund reserve
to enable and secure the continued mission of
St. Paul’s Pittsford!

Forms are available from the Church office.

“Christ in our Homes” Devotionals for July,
August & September are available in the
Foyer from the countertop next to the
sanctuary entrance.

Welcome to our
Church Family

On June 7™ we welcomed:;
Craig, Lynn, Shelby & Cassidy Dahl,
Mary Alice Edwards,

Jon, Michelle & Lena Graupman,
Norma Ogley,

Yvonne Powell,

Dave, Eileen, Meghan & Ian Yates

Please meet and welcome them. Wear
your name tag to help them remember
your name.




RAIHN Support
Congregation Volunteers
WANTED!

RAIHN (Rochester Area Interfaith Hospitality
Network) is a not-for-profit organization that
strives to help Monroe County homeless
families. RAIHN provides temporary shelter,
meals and case management to help them find
housing and employment or education. The
goal is to keep families together until they can
find permanent housing.

A host congregation provides overnight
accommodation for up to five families for one
week 3 or 4 times a year. All families are
assessed to be ready to change their situation
and are screened for substance abuse and
psychiatric problems.

As a support congregation of RAIHN, St.
Paul’s is providing support to First
Presbyterian Church in Pittsford the week of
July12th. St. Paul’s will be covering the
shifts on Friday evening, July 17" and
Saturday morning July 18™. There are
other opportunities during the week to pitch in
as well. We need volunteers to help at First
Presbyterian in the following capacities:

Dinner Set Up: 5—7 pm. 2 — 3 volunteers
will perform last minute food preparations, set
the tables, and eat the evening meal with the
guests.

Dinner Clean Up: 5:30 - 7:30 pm. 2-3
volunteers will eat the evening meal with the
guests, clear the tables, clean the kitchen and
run the industrial dishwasher!

Dinner Preparation: Volunteers are needed to
provide a main course, side dishes, and
dessert for up to 20 people. Food can be
prepared ahead of time or in the First
Presbyterian kitchen. The evening’s menu
will be determined by the RAIHN Meals
Committee.

Evening Hospitality: 7—-9pm. 2-3
volunteers needed during the evening for
conversation, playing a game, answering
questions, or just being there while guests
relax or go to bed early!

Overnight Watch: 9 pm —7 am. One male
and one female volunteer needed to spend the
night at First Presbyterian Church with the
guests. Volunteers do get to sleep for the
night!!

Breakfast Set Up: 7 am — 9:30 am. 2
volunteers will set out breakfast items for the
guests as they get ready to depart for the day.

We also need “On Call” Volunteers who
could pitch in on short notice to make an extra
batch of brownies or to fill a last minute need.

Sign up in the Foyer.

If you have any questions, please contact
Jennifer Canning. Thank you for your
involvement!

Social Ministry

A new summer project has begun to help
the Ronald McDonald House with its
pantry supply. The following are items we
will collect;

Crackers, fruit & cereal bars, juice boxes,
canned tuna fish, Chef Boyardee
Products, individual pudding & fruit cups,
coffee creamers, snacks — chips, pretzels
etc in small packages, toilet bowl cleaner,
Soft Scrub products for bathrooms.

There is a container in the Foyer for
donations.

Thank you for the support you provide.
Nancy Graser, Social Ministry




Habitat for Humanity
Chicken BBQ

St. Paul’s will participate in building another
Habitat house with its seven Interfaith
Partners. To support this activity, we will
hold our annual Chicken BBQ fundraiser for
the Habitat project on Sunday, August 30"
This is a great opportunity to enjoy a freshly
grilled ¥2 chicken dinner and to support the
Habitat project.

A recent evaluation of the benefits of the
Flower City Habitat for Humanity program
showed some wonderful statistics. 98% of
students living in Habitat homes graduate
from high school or receive their GED. This
compares with only a 53% rate for the
Rochester City School District overall. In
addition, 72% pursued post high-school
education. The financial stability of Habitat
owned homes is significantly higher than the
overall Rochester rate. The results of all the
areas evaluated showed that Habitat owners
were well above the average Rochester rate
for financial stability, health care, education
and community participation. We should feel
proud to be involved in the effort to help more
families to become owners of Habitat homes.

This year’s BBQ comes with a special bonus.
All dinners are guaranteed to satisfy you. The
planning committee has worked with the
vendor to express concerns that some of the
chickens were over-cooked. If you have any
concerns about the way your meal is
prepared, you will receive a full refund. We
want to be sure that everyone fully enjoys
coming to and participating in the Habitat
Fund Raiser. Consider having family or
friends over for a BBQ picnic on August 30"
to celebrate life and the joy of building new
homes for new home owners who will
continue to improve the quality of life in
Rochester.

Habitat for Humanity Chair
Dick Poduska

Pampered Chef Update

Thank you, Thank you to all who helped
make both of our kitchens for St. Paul’s a
treat!

Through your support of purchasing items
from Pampered Chef on May 3", may it be
for yourself, for family, direct donation of
money or purchasing an item from the “Wish
List” for St. Paul’s kitchen — you truly made
an impact!!! We had sold $2,355.48 in items
and were able to purchase approximately
$414.75 of kitchen items that were not picked
up from the Wish List. (This was about 85%
of the items) The remainder of the items we
were able to get for 50% to 30% off. Items
like 7° Santoku knife, 9’ Bread knife,
Reversible Bamboo Carving Board, 10’ sauté
pan, (2) Large Round Stones, and
Colander/Bowl set. What more could we of
ask for?

Because of this success, we are able to now
fill our kitchens with these items. So please,
go check out the kitchens! Get excited! You
made this happen.

Thanks again for all your help in making this
event happen! We couldn’t have done it
without the support of St. Paul’s members.
Your love and dedication is so powerful!

In Peace and Christ,
Mara Berndt

5th ANNUAL RIDE AROUND THE LAKE

A Fund-Raising Adventure on Behalf of
LAKE CHAUTAUQUA
LUTHERAN CENTER

SATURDAY, JULY 18, at 8:30 a.m.

Beginning at LCLC and continuing for 42

miles around Lake Chautauqua

Call LCLC at 716-386-4125
Email at Iclc@windstream.net




Women of the ELCA

The Annual NY Synod WELCA
Convention is October 2-4, 2009 on Grand
Island at the Holiday Inn. The theme is
appropriately “Come to the Waters” with the
hotel being on the Niagara River and being
close to Niagara Falls.

The Synod is looking for first time
applicants and has scholarships available. See
Shari MacFarlane if you are interested in
having this experience. The deadline for the
scholarships is July 1.

Register before August 1% for a lower
registration cost. Shari MacFarlane plans to
attend as the delegate from St. Paul’s.

The Ingathering Project for 2009 was
the collection of knitted newborn caps (which
has been on display in the Dorcas Room
during the year.) Shari will deliver St. Paul’s
donation of over 300 new born and preemie
caps made by the women of St. Paul’s.

Thanks to Anne Oestreich for leading
St. Paul’s Ingathering Project. With her help
the year round endeavor was a true success.

Shari MacFarlane

Upstate NY Synod Women of the
ELCA Convention

nCome

We will extend the triennial theme and
celebrate the life-giving waters of our baptism
and recall Jesus’ word with Bible Study and
devotional speakers.

For information on the Workshops please see
the Dorcas Room display.

Applications for Upstate NY Women of the
ELCA Convention can be found in the Dorcas
Room:
e First time scholarships due July 1%
e Registration Forms due August 1°.
e Hotel forms due no later than
September 1%,

taot etrhs
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St. John’s Home Annual
Meeting

St. John’s Annual Meeting was held on May
4,2009. Pastor Hedin and Ann Peterson, St.
Paul’s representative, attended.

Two scholarships were awarded to students
who belong to member churches. These
seniors plan to attend college and pursue
medically related professions.

The annual report reviewed 2008 activities.
St. John’s Home averaged 98% occupancy
with 575 admissions (49% of those for short
term care). Employee retention remained
high at 91.4%. The Home sent 18 Associates
to an International Eden conference in Ohio.
The Home completed its master development
plan in partnership with New York State to
transform elder care through the Green House
Project and selected its first site for new
homes in Henrietta. 462 Volunteers provided
over 40,000 hours of service.

St. John’s Meadows celebrated its tenth
successful year with 96% occupancy. Four
hundred people live in 338 homes there.
\ResiWS continue to find new opportunities
» grow, and serve the community.

St. John’s Foundation provided funding to
launch Brickstone, the newest contemporary
living community, and began a capital
campaign to raise equity needed to secure
financing for the Green House homes.

A copy of the annual report is displayed on
the bulletin board in the foyer. Pastor and
Ann will be glad to answer any questions you
have. The Eden concept of care and the
Green House Project are tremendously
interesting new ideas regarding elder care.



2009 Synod Assembly
Upstate New York Synod —
ELCA

God’s work. Our hands.

St. Paul’s delegates were Shari MacFarlane
and Ron Uhlig.

Report from Shari MacFarlane -

Since the 2009 Synod Assembly was held at
the Rochester Riverside Convention Center,
Pastor Jeff Hedin, Ron Uhlig and | attended
both Friday and Saturday’s full sessions.

This was my first time to attend the Synod
Assembly. | had expected to shadow Pastor
and Ron, but soon realized | knew many
ladies from Women of the ELCA and
recognized Pastors | have met over the years.
Anxiety was washed away by our short
familiar prayer, “Thank you, God.”

The agenda for the two day assembly was
full. Committee reports, discussions
concerning resolutions and the voting process
after required long periods of time.

Bishop Marie Jerge presided before the
assembly for all business meetings. | was
favorably impressed by her leadership and
sensitivity toward the delegates and guests in
attendance.

Friday afternoon nine workshops were offered
to the delegates and guests. | decided to tap
my interest and talent and I joined the choir
lead by Willy LaFavor from Messiah
Lutheran Church in Rochester. The Vigil of
Pentecost with Holy Communion Service was
lead later that afternoon.

Bishop Jerge’s service centered on the theme
of the assembly: “Celebrating Our
Differences”. The choir assisted the

11

congregation and performed an anthem, “Like
the Murmur of the Dove’s Song.”The keynote
speakers emphasized that we are a multi-
cultural church; that we are all one family in
Christ. We were introduced to many songs in
different languages.

It was a privilege for me to represent St.

Paul’s. I learned, participated and enjoyed my
days attending the Assembly.

Report from Ron Uhlig-

If you’ve never been to a Synod Assembly,
you’ll probably either love it or hate it. The
synod assembly is like our annual meeting. If
you weren’t made to attend meetings and you
can’t wait for them to be over, then you
probably wouldn’t have liked this one either,
no matter how relevant and entertaining they
try to make it. But if you’ve lived in the
business world where meetings are a way of
life, then you’ll feel right at home. I felt at
home.

This was my first Synod Assembly, so | asked
myself, Why should we care about the synod
assembly? There are probably many reasons,
but | see three important ones. First, the
synod provides guidance for our worship
activities and the general running of our
congregation. Second, it pays the key role in
facilitating the call of pastors to ELCA
congregations in our area. Finally, we funnel
over a good chunk of our donations to the
synod to accomplish various important
mission activities.

| sensed that this meeting is especially
important for the Pastors, including our own
Pastor Hedin. It’s a time of renewal,
reaffirmation and refreshing of acquaintances.

As at our annual meeting, an annual budget is
passed. It was interesting to note that,
because of the difficult financial times that all



congregations are facing, a number of belt
tightening measures were taken. One
recommendation by the synod staff was to
eliminate a $30,000 donation to the
Philadelphia seminary, Pastor Hedin’s alma
matter. However, the assembly voted to
partially reverse that cut and put the $3,000
back in the budget, recognizing the
importance of the seminary to the synod.

The biggest issue of the meeting, to
summarize it very concisely, was whether
persons in same gender relationships should
be members of the clergy in the ELCA. The
majority opinion, supported by roughly 80%
of the assembly delegates, was that we should
recommend adoption of, at the church-wide
ELCA meeting this fall, a statement that
persons in committed, monogamous, long
term, same-gender relationships should be
allowed to be members of the clergy. An
opposing position that stated that
homosexuality is clearly defined in the Bible
as a sin was not supported by the delegates,
although it was voted that this heartfelt
opinion should be attached to the
recommendation forwarded to the ELCA as a
dissenting opinion.

All in all, it’s an emotional issue that calls for
soul-searching, prayerful thought in all
congregations.

Another item of business was that each
congregation should create a disaster
preparedness plan. It’ll take more study to
see what that means for us.

The two day event included much worship,
prayer and singing amongst the worship
activities. It was truly an inspiring and
uplifting event. I am much appreciative that
the congregation supported my attendance.

Please pick up a copy of the official report
from the Foyer or visit
www.upstatenysynod.org
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To my friends at St. Paul’s,

Thank you for the cards, well wishes
and prayers. Thank you to Pastor Hedin for
the welcome visits while in Highland. Also
thanks for the bouquet of flowers from the
altar. They were lovely. Hope to be back in
church in the near future.

Ruth Schmidt

To our Sunday School Family,

Thank you so very much for the gift
you gave to our family! We are anticipating a
great day at Seabreeze. The Sunday School
and the LYO have been wonderful
experiences for us and our children. Your
generosity and support for this most important
age group is what makes our program a
success. Thank you for making it all happen!

In faith and fun,

Scott, Elizabeth, Grey and Noelle

Conderman

Regul ar readers of
noticed that not only is this edition
longer than normal, but that some
usual articles are missing ; especially
the birthdays & anniversaries. This is
because there is so much going on this
summer it has been difficult to fi t
everything in . Please see the notice
boards for the July & August birthday

and anniversary lists.

Please note that the calendars on pages
15 & 16 are correct as at the date of
printing, however meetings and events
will be added and/or changed as the
summer progresses, so please check the
weekly bulletin inserts for the most up

to date building usage and room
availability.

t

he



Dear Jeff:

Thank you very for coming to our
200™ Anniversary Worship Service. Many
people here remarked to Carrie and me what a
highlight it was to have visitors from our
sister congregations in the village.

| especially appreciated your sharing
of the history of St. Paul’s and the ways in
which there has been a sharing of the gospel
of Jesus Christ in our ministries and mission.

| trust that you were able to make it
back in time for your next service.

With every good wish as we anticipate
the joyous birthday of Pentecost where our
joint anniversary is celebrated.

Bruce G. Boak, Pastor

First Presbyterian Church of Pittsford

Dear Pastor Hedin and Friends,

Lake Chautauqua Lutheran Center is
truly blessed by people like you who support
our ministry. Through gifts such as yours, we
are able to provide programs that encourage
and nurture the spirit of our campers.

Your generous donation will help us
to continue to reach many individuals. Thank
you for sharing in LCLC outdoor ministries.

God’s Peace,

Lee M. Lindeman, Executive Director

Dear St. Paul’s,

| want to both acknowledge and thank
you for your generous donation of the many
food items to the Pittsford Food Cupboard.
We will put this donation to good use in
meeting the diverse needs of an increasingly
large number of individuals and families.

The Pittsford Food Pantry has been in
existence since 1999. Over the years, through
good and bad times, there have always been
those who need the spiritual, physical and
emotional support your gift makes possible.
With your donation you join your neighbors
in making Pittsford a caring community.

Kindest regards,

Melinda Solazzo, Director
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Dear friends,

Your generous support of Saint’s
Place mission — to aid newly-arrived refugees
from war-ravaged countries — truly makes a
difference in the lives of marginalized people.
Your charitable donation of $503.61 from
your Lenten loose change collections made on
May 11, 2009 will have an immediate life-
enhancing impact on people in great need.
Saint’s Place is honored and humbled by your
continued support.

This year Saint’s Place has already
assisted 354 newly-arrived refugees from 10
different countries. These refugees arrived in
a foreign culture with limited or absent
English language skills and little more than
the clothing on their backs. They come to our
shores, hopeful, lacking resources; completely
impoverished.

Saint’s Place offers these displaced
men, women and children a new beginning in
a new world. Food, shelter, clothing — the
bare necessities of life we take for granted —
are great gifts for those who have nothing but
their courage, determination and — despite
their trials — faith in human kindness.

| enjoyed speaking to your
congregation. Thanks for inviting me.

Colleen Knauf

Executive Director, Saint’s Place

Dear Friends at St. Paul’s,

We are grateful for the generous
collection of baby items.

Birthright’s focus is on the distressed
mother and her baby. Our function is to help
her not feel pressured into an abortion. Our
responsibility is to provide whatever
particular help she needs to bring her baby to
birth. Working together with your church
community is the way we can support the
young women in your neighborhoods with
crisis intervention, confidential pregnancy
testing and then ongoing support throughout
their pregnancy.

Sincerely,

Joan K. Rohr, Director



