St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church

September 2010

From the Pastor:

It has been a seemingly long and hot
summer. It has been wonderful to share in
five baptisms in July. There have been more
brides and grooms wedded at St. Paul’s this
year than any other in my ministry.
Confirmation Camp at Lake Chautauqua
Lutheran Center had 14 campers from St.
Paul’s join me around the theme, “Keeping
the Earth.” 1 was invited to share in the
ordination of Shawn Hannon, a young man |
have watched grow up and now called to
serve God at Hope Lutheran Church, Arcade,
New York. It was a privilege to participate in
three funerals, where stories of faith and hope
were shared. A colleague retired who had
touched the lives of many.

All we do together is to the glory of
God. Life is what happens while you are
making other plans. We have the gift of
special people who touch our lives in
meaningful ways, and who allow us to touch
their lives as well. We are born children of a
fallen humanity; by water and the Holy Spirit
we are reborn children of God and made
members of the church, the body of Christ.
God has acted in us and through us. As we
live and love together, God continues to share
in this growth process. We need to be
connected.

As we plan to return to our Fall
Schedule of worship at 8:30 am and 11:00 am

and Sunday Church School at 9:30 a.m., we
have opportunities to grow. Regular worship
of our great and wondrous God is essential.
Community results when we gather together
and are bound by God’s love. Education for
all ages exists between these times.
Strengthen your faith by challenging it in
thought, word, and deed. We have a long and
strong tradition of mission and ministry at St.
Paul’s that you can easily claim as a part of
your life.

I look forward to another confirmation
group that helps me grow in my faith life.
They ask tough questions that don’t offer easy
answers to the mysteries of life. Yet we are
stewards of these mysteries, called to care for
all that God offers in an every-changing
world. It is a responsibility that is ours as
children of God.

Faith is expressed simply and often
easily. A member of my former congregation
didn’t get out much, but always sent get well
and sympathy cards to people listed in the
bulletin.  Another phoned members each
week to make sure they were thought of in
what often is a cold and lonely existence. A
third greeted and hugged as many members
and strangers as she could each Sunday. All
were expressions of a faith in a loving and
caring God.
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MISSION STATEMENT

St. Paul’s is a welcoming Christian family.
We are created by God, saved by Jesus
Christ, God’s Son, and inspired by the
Holy Spirit. Through joyous worship and
Mission Commitment, St. Paul’s furthers
the word of God’s Saving Grace.

Church Council News

At the Church Council meeting on
Monday August 23 the following items
will be discussed —

Minutes of the June meeting,
Financial reports to end July,
Stewardship program,

New white paraments,

Matching funds for Chicken BBQ,
Dates for next meeting.

Please see the Church Council
notice board in the hallway for more
information and copies of the minutes of
the last meeting. Copies of previous
meeting’s minutes can be found in the
Church Office, or by visiting our web site
www.stpaulspittsford.org

Please contact the Church Council
via e-mail or leave messages in the red
Church Council folders by the window in
the work area of the offices.

Please see the Church Council
notice board for the date of the next
meeting.

A Council Open Forum will be held
on Sunday October 24",

ATTENDANCE

“WE COUNT BECAUSE YOU COUNT”

Early Late Total Nursery

June 20 13 101 114 10
27 22 98 120 9

July 4 23 83 106
11 31 96 127
18 20 85 105
25 23 105 128

Aug. 1 21 74 95
8 15 78 93
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Average Sunday attendance through
July 2010 — 150

Average Sunday attendance through
July 2009 - 150

Average Sunday attendance through
July 2008 - 138

PASTORAL ACTS

Baptisms:

July 4 Matilda Marie Van
Voorthuizen

July 11 Christopher Roger Dechau

July 11 Landon Robert Dechau

July 18 Nya Alima Robinson

July 25 Estella Florence Holihan

Weddings:

June 26 Marissa Fitzpatrick & James
Rensen

July 10 Natalie DePeters & Jon
Zecher

July 31 Jennifer Cole and Jacob
Harrington

July 31 Mary Ashraf & Dale Pena

Funerals:

July 7 Gertrude June Willlard

July 7 Shirley E. Esker

July 14 Rev. Norman R. Gauch




News from the
Church Office

The Church Directory has been
updated. Copies are in the Foyer, back of
sanctuary and Dorcas Room. Take as
many as you want - have one by each
phone in your house - we can easily print
more. Thanks to Gerhard Becker, Barb
Granger, Julie Huse and Sandi & Ron
Uhlig for producing it.

Several of our community groups
have already booked room usage through
2011. If you need a particular date
reserving for a St. Paul’s event please let
me know.

When you plan a St. Paul’s event
please remember that as much notice as
possible is helpful, and that office
support is available for any St. Paul’s
event or program; typing, copying,
printing or mailings. However, to be sure
that office volunteers are available, please
give me at least a week’s notice of any
such work. There are yellow request
forms by the copier.

There are a few 2010 dates left to
sponsor Altar Flowers. Please check the
sign up sheet in the Foyer on the notice
boards by the coat racks. If the date you
wanted has gone, please consider
sponsoring bulletins instead.

Volunteer schedules for greeters,
nursery, openers and worship assistants
will be ready via e-mail or for pick up on
Sunday 12t September. If you have an
e-mail address this will be used for
correspondence, unless you let me know
you prefer a paper copy for pick up.

Items for the October edition of the
“Link” need to be handed in by
Wednesday September 15th. Handwritten
articles are appreciated earlier. It will be
mailed on Tuesday September 28th. Sign
up in the volunteer work area to help.

Items for the Bulletin Insert need
to be given to the Church Office by 9 a.m.
Wednesday morning each week. Changes
to the bulletin (volunteer or prayer chain
names) need to be given by 9:00 a.m.
Thursday morning each week.

Office hours may be reduced
during my vacation from August 18t to
August 27th, and closed on Monday 6t
September. Office hours are normally
Monday through Thursday 9:00 a.m. to
1:00 p.m., and Fridays 9:00 a.m. to 12
noon. It is advisable to telephone first if
you plan to visit on Fridays; if I am away
from my desk I will not hear the intercom
buzzer. Outside of office hours please
make use of the answer machine, e-mail
or leave written messages in the staff mail
trays in the copier area.

Thanks to Trish-Blake Jones for
volunteering to coordinate the St. Paul’s
participants in the Stroll-a-Thon for Haiti
in October, to Dave Burdett for joining the
church openers group, to Elinor Lindboom
for becoming a counter, to Craig Dahl &
Nikki Robinson for becoming ushers, to
Alisa Piccirilli & Jeanne Stewart for offering
to assist with Food Cupboard deliveries,
to Ted Hamm for coordinating the
candelabra cleaning, and to all who have
responded to my many requests for
volunteers over the summer.

Janet Harris,
Church Coordinator
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The cost is $4 per person or $1 2 per

family. Please bring your own place

settings and a dish to pass. Hot dogs,
hamburgers and drinks provided.

Please sign up by e-mail, on-line at our
web site, or in the Foyer and put your
payment in the collection or directly to

the Church Office mar k e d
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2010 Dates To Save

23 27"
26th

Aug.

28th
29th

Sept. 5"
5th

6th
1 2th

13th
lgth

Oct. 24"

Nov. 21%
Dec. 18"

Vacation Bible School
RAIHN Training @ Baber
AME Church

Chicken BBQ

VBS celebration

St. Paul’s assigned to help at
St. John’s Home

RAIHN assistance week
begins

Church Office Closed
Return to two services.
Annual Picnic

Blood Drive

Rally Day

Church Council Open
Forum

Commitment Sunday

Hanging of the Greens
Pageant
One Service

P i DORCASRACHEL CIRCLE

Dorcas Rachel Circle begins a new year.
Same time, same place with good friends we
hold so dear.

To make life easier, changes have been
planned.

Sirpie plean-up, fewehdshesalgmesbyhand.

Bring yourself and paper goods for PFC.

No foods to pass, just a smile to share with
glee.

Hostesses will provide a breakfast treat.
Coffee and kuchen will be served as we meet.

We welcome new faces on Sept. 9.
So mark your calendar to come, rain or shine.

Dorcas Rachel Circle
balte OSeptember 9, 2010
Time: 9:45 a.m.
Place: Dorcas Room
Program: Assemble Hygiene Kits for
Lutheran World Relief
Devotions: Laura Patchen
Hostesses: Marlys Fisher

Jean Harris

Shari MacFarlane
Bring: Paper goods for Pittsford Food
Cupboard. No dishes to pass. If you wish to
share fellowship after the program and
meeting, bring your own bag lunch. This will
be a “carry in — carry out” meeting.

A Golf Tournament is being planned for
Monday September 13™,

Please see Marc Tayman for details.




Try Something New This
Fall — VVolunteer for
RAIHN!

We need RAIHN volunteers for the week of
September 5" to prepare, serve, and clean up
from meals, provide hospitality, and spend the
night at First Presbyterian Church in Pittsford.
Volunteer shifts are available Friday,
September 10™ (5-7:30 pm, 7-9 pm, 9pm-
7am) and Saturday, September 11" (7am-
10am). Other volunteer opportunities are
available during the week, especially on
Sunday 9/5 and Monday 9/6 (Labor Day
weekend). A sign up sheet will be located in
the foyer.

There will be a volunteer training on
Thursday, August 26™ at 6 pm at Baber
AME Church, 550 Meigs Street in Rochester.
If you would like to learn more about
RAIHN, the roles and responsibilities of the
volunteers, how the program works and who
it serves, please attend this informative
training.

The Rochester Area Interfaith Hospitality
Network (RAIHN) is a not-for-profit
organization that provides temporary shelter,
meals and case management to help homeless
families find housing and employment or
education. The goal is to keep families
together until they can find permanent
housing.

A host congregation provides overnight
accommodation and an evening meal for up to
five families for one week 3 or 4 times a year.
All families are assessed to be ready to
change their situation and are screened for
substance abuse and psychiatric problems.

If you have any questions, please contact Jen
Canning

SAVE THE DATE: The 2" Annual RAIHN
Snazzy Jazzy Sunday Afternoon will be
Sunday, October 17" from 3:30-5:30 p.m. at
Temple Sinai. Come enjoy wonderful music,
food and company while supporting a great
organization! For tickets, please see Jen
Canning.

WOMEN OF THE ELCA

* Fall Assembly
Monday, September 20, 2010
Place: Our Savior Lutheran church
2415 Chili Avenue, Gates
Time: 5:30 p.m. Registration — Cost: $3.00
6:00 p.m. Pot Luck Dinner

7:00 p.m. Program - Ganondagan New
York State Historic Site
Speaker: Jan Oaks
Bring: A dish to pass for the Pot Luck Dinner
Offering: %2 to SWO

% to Ganondagan Historic Site

* 2010 Synod WOMEN of the ELCA
Convention at Camp of the Woods,
Speculator, NY

Dates: October 8-10, 2010

Any woman who is interested in attending
this convention should start planning NOW!
Registration forms are located on a Display
Table in the Dorcas Room. If you have any
questions, call Shari MacFarlane, 334-7393.

* Upcoming Event: SAVE THE DATE!
2010 Advent Gathering

Date: Monday, December 6, 2010
Location: Messiah Lutheran church
Registration: 6:30 p.m.

Program: Eastman Children’s Choir




Cookies

Thanks to the groups who sponsored a
Summer Sunday Fellowship Hour. We
have enjoyed great food and fellowship.
As we return to two services please don’t
stop!

Your help is still needed.
provide Cookies one Sunday?

Can you

If so, please see the list in the Dorcas
Room kitchen on the refrigerator and sign
up for a Sunday; either service. If you
provide them for the early service we ask
that they arrive in time for the openers to
set them out, if you provide them for the
second service we ask that you set them
out yourself prior to the beginning of the
second service.

Elderberry Express, Inc., now celebrating its
23" year of service to the Pittsford
community, continues to look for more
volunteer drivers. Our service is important in
that it enables senior citizens to maintain a
greater sense of independence in their lives.
Our drivers enable seniors to meet their

transportation needs.
Elderberry Express is located at the Pittsford

Senior Center, 3750 Monroe Avenue in
Pittsford.
Volunteers can call Gil Landry at 248-6237.

St . Johnos

St. Paul’s is next assigned to help move elders
to their Sunday afternoon chapel service at
St. John’s Home on Highland Avenue on
Sunday 5" September. About 80 attend when
there is help. Only about 30 can attend when
there is no one to assist with the wheel chairs.
Volunteers from St. Paul’s will leave at
approximately 1:10 p.m. and return at
approximately 3:30 p.m.

Please call Suzanne Graser for more
information or to offer your help.

The Pittsford Food Cupboard serves
not only Pittsford but also Brighton,
East Rochester and 2 other zip code
areas. We are in need of your
assistance as we try to keep the
shelves stocked this summer. At the
present fime our greatest needs are
these:

canned Fruit, Fruit Juice, Hearty

Hﬂu;g,] &anned Chicken, Spaghetti

Sauce, Diced tomatoes, Coffee, Tea
bags, Jello/pudding.

Of course any donation will be
gratefully accepted. Please bring your
donations to the Food Cupboard at 1
Grove Street or bring them to church.
Thanks so very much.

Vicky Baldauf

A

Blood Drive

will be held at St. Paul’s on Monday
September 13" from 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Please call 1-800- GIVE-LIFE for an
appointment.

Thank you to everyone who participated
in The Salvation Army " Christmas in July’'
Toy Donation. The toys you contributed
will make Christmas brighter for many
children and their parents. The message
of Christmas and love for our neighbor is
very evident here at St. Paul's.

Thank you from Social Ministry,

Nancy Graser, Vicky Baldauf and Eileen
Whitaker
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Happy Birthday to Bryn Tayman,
Sandy Bill and Jon Graupman

Happy Birthday to Doris Reidelbach
Happy Birthday to Angelika Wendler-
Awasthi and Happy 11" Wedding
Anniversary to Tom & Alisa Piccirilli
Happy Birthday to Todd Fisher
Happy Birthday to Heidi King

Happy Birthday to Allison Menendez ,
Dave Meyer & Kyle Willgens

Happy Birthday to Jessica Setzler
Happy Birthday to Mike Willgens
Happy Birthday to Kim Corbelli
Happy Birthday to Maggie Kolcon

Happy Birthday Nicholas Corbelli &
Addilae Canning

Happy Birthday to Carole Sack, Erika
Paul & Mike Servé

Happy Birthday to Curt Ecklund, Ted
Hamm & Jean Harris and Happy 26™
Wedding Anniversary to Sharon &
Steven Van Slyke

Happy Wedding 10™ Anniversary to
Roger & Kathrine Spurling

e
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19" Happy Birthday to Matthew Jones

21" Happy Birthday to Margo
Cunningham and Happy 18" Wedding
Anniversary to Reid & Jennie
Cunningham

22" Happy Birthday to Al Herpich

25" Happy Birthday to Eric Washburn

26" Happy Birthday to Amanda Mette

27" Happy Birthday to Art Hildebrandt

29" Happy Birthday to Elyse Wyatt

30" Happy Birthday to Gabriella Piccirilli

Thanks to you in  June & July

$530 was donated to the Church World
Service Blanket Appeal,

Members attended a night at the
Redwings to benefit Foodlink,

Donations were given to members
walking in the American Cancer
Societyds Relay for
the American Diabetes Tour de Cure,

Toothbrushes and Band Aids were
collected for hygiene kits for Lutheran
World Relief,

$300 was donated to the Synod
Assembly Appeal for World Hunger,

Three boxes of toys were donated for
t he Sal vat oCoristmasinmy 0
Juyé coll ecti on.

Life



To my many friends at St. Paul’s,

Thank you for the lovely flowers sent
to me. They are ever so beautiful and I’'m
enjoying them so much. A special thanks to
Nancy Sacchitella for bringing them to me.
Her wonderful visit made it special.

My love to you all. Hope to see you
soon.

Love & blessings,

Jean Covell

Dear St. Paul’s,

Thank you for all you have done for
us, the family of June Willard, at the
reception at the church following Mom’s
funeral. Everything was perfect. The table
set-up was lovely and all the cookies and
punch were delicious. | received many
compliments on how wonderful it all was.

Please accept my deepest appreciation
for all who helped. We are sincerely thankful
for your outstanding kindness. | will always
treasure all that you all have done.

Thank you,

God’s blessings,

Charlotte Chrysler

Dear Pastor & Members of St. Paul’s
Lutheran Church,

Thank you for making July 4™ the
perfect day. Our granddaughter Matilda was
baptized in our church with our entire family
in attendance along with other friends.

Everything was perfect — God
provided the beautiful weather. Chris, Rob
and Art Hildebrandt provided us with
beautiful music — Thank you.

Our friends from Holland thought
everyone was warm and friendly and the old
church was beautiful and had so much charm.

Thank you,

Gail & Jay Metzler

Upstate NY Synod Assembly

When | volunteered to be a
delegate to the Upstate NY Synod
Assembly, | had no idea what to expect. |
supposed there would be election of
officers, budget to approve and the like.
What | wasn't prepared for was the
feeling of being a part of a larger faith
community.

First of all, I've never seen so
many Lutherans in one place at one
time. | thought wouldn't know any one
there. As it turned out, | ran into a friend
from Shepard of the Valley in Wellsville
before | even registered. | already met a
new friend from Brockport who helped me
get my bearings and helped me to get
acquainted with many others

During our business meetings we
were treated to several
inspirational speakers. There are details
in the Assembly news letter. I'd like to tell
about some things you won't find there. A
young man who came from
a fundamentalist background, talked
about wanting to broaden his perspective
on Christianity. While attending a
Wesylan college he said he encountered
a teacher who described himself as "a
Lutheran on the down low". As a result of
that experience he is a now student at our
seminary in Pennsylvania. The kids from
the youth group "Convo" whose
enthusiasm was contagious. Our Bishop
shared that one member passed on her
prom to be present. And most
amazing, how the largest communion
service | ever attended could be so
intimate. As Ron Uhlig said it was a time
of spiritual renewal.

Would | attend again? Of course!
But perhaps next year you may want to
attend yourself.

Kathy Silverman



Lake Chautaugua Lutheran Center

5013 Rt. 430
Bemus Point, NY 14712
716-386-4125
contact@Iclcenter.org
www.Iclcenter.org

This fall there are several opportunities to
enjoy the experience at LCLC:

SENIOR FALL RETREAT

September 24-26

7:00 p.m. Friday through brunch on Sunday.
Worship & bible study, wine tasting, field
trips, crafts, delicious food, sing-a-long.

AUTUMNFEST

Saturday, October 2

12:30 — 5:00 P.M.

Celebrate autumn with free admission, a
basket auction, staff reunion, camper reunion
and worship in the Outdoor Chapel.

YOUTH LEADER TRAINING EVENT
October 29-30

7:00 p.m. Friday to 4:00 p.m. Saturday
Discuss leading youth groups, share ideas, ask
questions and share fellowship.

Please see the community notice board for
costs and registration deatils.

This summer 14 members of our youth
attended Confirmation camp at Lake
Chautauqua Lutheran Center.

There were many things that | liked at Lake
Chautauqua Lutheran Center. One thing |
liked was campfires and campsongs. | also
liked doing crafts like tie dying and making
friendship bracelets. Another thing | enjoyed
was kayaking. | also enjoyed getting to know
people better.

Alyssa Ange

10

Children in Church

One Sunday in a Midwest City ,

a young child was "acting up" during the
morning worship hour.The parents did
their best to maintain some sense of
order in the pew but were losing the
battle. Finally, the father picked the
little fellow up and walked sternly up
the aisle on his way out. Just before
reaching the safety of the foyer, the
little one called loudly to the
congregation, "Pray for me! Pray for
mel"

* % * %

A little boy opened the big and old
family Bible with fascination,

looking at the old pages as he turned
them. Then something fell out of the
Bible. He picked it up and looked at it
closely. It was an old leaf from a tree
that has been pressed in between the
pages. "Mama, look what I found," the
boy called out."What have you got
there, dear?" his mother asked. With
astonishment in the young boy's voice
he answered, "It's Adam 's suit".

* % % %

The preacher was wired for sound with
a lapel mike, and as he preached, he
moved briskly about the

platform, jerking the mike cord as he
went. Then he moved to one side,
getting wound up in the cord and nearly
tripping before jerking it again.

After several circles and jerks, a little
girl in the third pew leaned toward her
mother and whispered, "If he gets
loose, will he hurt us?"


mailto:lclc@windstream.net

St. Paul’s Room Usage

Many of you make good use of St. Paul’s
rooms for the meetings of your community,
social and educational group meetings. This
is wonderful. It is great to have the space used
not only on Sunday mornings, and also a
wonderful way to show off our facility to the
community.

As the number of room bookings is increasing
it would be helpful if you would follow the
following guidelines when using St. Paul’s
space.

1) Please book the room as early as
possible either by telephoning the Church
Office at 586-0580, or by e-mail to
stpauls@stpaulspittsford.org or by writing the
meeting on the calendars on the stairs to the
offices. If this is the first time you will be
using the space, please phone the Church
Office.

2) After making the booking if you find
you don’t need the room please cancel it as
soon as you know.

3) If the booking is for several dates,
please check the calendar printed in the

bulletin insert and “Link” to make sure
everything is correct.
4) If you will be here outside of regular

office hours, make sure you have a key and
know how to unlock the doors and where the
light switches are.

5) If you need tables & chairs setting up
please let John O’Flaherty, our sexton, know
by writing him a note and leaving it in his
mail tray.

6) If you have to move any displays or
other items during the meeting, please be sure
to put them back as you found them.
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7) If you use rooms on a Friday or
Saturday please leave the building ready for
Sunday morning. We have no sexton working
weekends, so you will need to take out your
garbage, wash & put away any dishes used in
the kitchen and run the vacuum if necessary.

8) If you use our table cloths or kitchen
towels please take them with you, wash them
and return as soon as possible. Remember that
some of them may be needed for Sunday.

9) Make sure all attendees have the cell
phone number of you or the group leader as
messages cannot be taken through the Church
Office.

10)  While no fee is charged, donations are
appreciated.

11) In conclusion; please treat God’s
house as you would your own

Thank you for cooperation.

Children In Church

A little boy was in a relative's wedding.
As he was coming down the aisle, he
would take two steps, stop, and turn to
the crowd. While facing the crowd, he
would put his hands up like claws and
roar. So it went, step, step, ROAR, step,
step, ROAR, all the way down the aisle.
As you can imagine, the crowd was near
tears from laughing so hard by the time
he reached the pulpit. When asked what
he was doing, the child said, "I was being
the Ring Bear.."




Dear Friends,

| want to thank you for your generous
contribution of $530 to the Blanket Appeal —
especially appreciated in this challenging
economy. Thank to caring donors like you,
Church World Service can provide food,
water and other necessities to families
displaced by war or natural disasters, as we
are doing in Haiti now. And with your help,
we can also assist impoverished communities
as they work to improve their farming
techniques, develop reliable water sources
and build a more sustainable future.

While these are sobering days, |
remain hopeful because of the creative,
resilient women, men and children we assist
around the world and because of caring
people like you, who empower us to act on
your behalf in our wounded world. May God
bless you for your compassionate support.

Faithfully yours,

Rev. John L. McCullough

Executive Director and CEO

The following represent some of the ways
Church World Service is creating a rainbow
of help and hope through Blankets+ Program:

5,000 cotton blankets and 3,950 lightweight
blankets to those affected by the January 12
earthquake in Haiti,

30 heavyweight blankets to Metropolitan
Community Church of Tampa for distribution
to homeless and economically disadvantaged
in the area,

60 heavyweight blankets to Olivet
Neighborhood Mission in Cedar Rapids in
response to winter storms,

210 heavyweight blankets to Wayside
Christian Mission in Louisville in response to
winter storms,

150 heavyweight blankets to Binghamton
Rescue Mission and 150 heavyweight
blankets to Chenango Fenton Project Concern
for distribution to homeless and economically
disadvantaged in the Binghamton area.
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Dear Members of the Dorcas Rachel Circle,

| want to both acknowledge and thank
you for your generous donation of paper
products to the Pittsford Food Cupboard. We
will put this donation to good use in meeting
the diverse needs of an increasingly large
number of individuals and families.

The Pittsford Food Pantry has been in
existence since 1999. Over these many years,
through both good and bad times, there have
always been those who have need for the
spiritual, physical and emotional support your
gift makes possible. With your donation to the
Pittsford Food Cupboard, you join with your
neighbors in making Pittsford a caring
community for all.

Once again, thank you for your
generosity.

Kindest regards,

Eileen O’Rourke, Volunteer, PFC®

Dear Congregation

Thank you so much for your generous
donation of toys for our Christmas program.
We appreciate your partnering with The
Salvation Army to provide gifts to the
children of families who apply for Christmas
assistance.

Special thanks to Nancy Graser for
coordinating and arranging for pick-up of the
toys. Again, thank you for offering your
support, making it possible for us to reach out
to others in need during the Christmas season.

God bless you.

Sincerely,

Major James Cocker

Area Coordinator, Rochester Area




Tips for teaching your teen
about money management

As a parent, you want to encourage your child
to make good choices—and learning how to
manage money is part of that process. While
the early years might be spent teaching the
basics of money and how it is used, the teen
years bring an additional set of challenges.
Allowances, money from jobs, the constant
bombardment from advertisers, and peer
pressure to buy the latest and greatest, add a
whole new dimension to learning the ropes of
managing money.

However, these challenges open up the door
to a whole new set of teaching opportunities.
The following tips from Thrivent Financial
Bank can help you and your teen get on the
right track towards establishing a financial
foundation that could last a lifetime.

1.) Create spending and savings patterns
Start by instilling the values of spend, save,
and share in your teen. First, discuss using 10
percent of each child's earnings for charitable
contributions so that they can learn the value
of giving back. Next, take an additional 40
percent and put it into a savings account. The
remaining 50 percent can be used at the
child's discretion. By setting some easy to
understand patterns while they are under your
roof, kids can develop good budgeting habits.

2.) Get started on a path to build credit

Set up a checking or savings account, make
regular deposits, and keep the account in good
standing. Get your son or daughter started on
the right financial foot today and it may be
easier for them to someday buy a new car,
mortgage a home or secure other types of
loans. As an added bonus, having a checking
or savings account allows your teen to learn
about online banking and using ATMs.
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3.) Set goals

Have your teen write down a list of certain
items or special gifts that they would like to
buy with their money and set a reasonable
date for the goal to be accomplished. Having
an end goal in mind can help teens put away
the money needed for that special something
and can also serve as a great lesson on how to
meet those goals through proper money
management.

4.) Begin saving for retirement.

Yes, it is never too early to think about
retirement. Once your teenager turns 18, he or
she should consider opening an IRA. A 40-
year old investing $20,000 a year for
retirement will end up with only half of the
assets as a 21-year old who invests $5,000 a
year. Even the smallest savings can turn into a
respectable fortune if given enough time.

5.) Don't bail them out

This is one of the most difficult, yet important
lessons to teach. If, despite all your best
efforts, your teen gets overextended on credit,
take a firm hand. Let them experience the
consequences of bad financial decisions. It's
better to help them take responsibility for a
$2,500 debt than a $25,000 debt later on!

Other ideas to consider:

e Work with your teen to develop a
realistic budget, set long and short-
term financial goals and plans for
achieving them.

e Cut back, not out. Is your teen
spending $5 a week on food? If he or
she saves $2 a week by cutting back,
after a year there will be $104 to put in
a savings or investment account that
earns interest.

e Discuss the difference between “must-
have” purchases today, such as school
supplies, and “would like to have”
purchases, such as the addition of the


https://www.thrivent.com/banking?Student=internal&wsdate=60110&wssubject=Fieldnr
https://www.thrivent.com/banking?Student=internal&wsdate=60110&wssubject=Fieldnr
https://www.thrivent.com/magazine/summer09/feature_2.html?Student=internal&wsdate=60110&wssubject=Fieldnr
https://www.thrivent.com/magazine/summer09/feature_2.html?Student=internal&wsdate=60110&wssubject=Fieldnr
https://www.thrivent.com/banking/personal/checking_savings/index.html?Student=internal&wsdaye=60110&wssubject=Fieldnr

latest fashion to an already adequate
wardrobe.

e Explain the advantages of deferring
purchases today, such as the latest
computer game, to save for another
desired item, like a car or college
education, tomorrow.

e Promote shopping around before
making purchases. Generally, it
assures a better deal and discourages
impulse buying. Also, take the
opportunity to teach the importance of
making a list before shopping (and
how to stick to it).

e Encourage the use of a personal
financial management tool to track
income, savings, expenses and debt. It
is good to get in the habit of tracking
monthly spending as small purchases
such as magazines or sodas begin to
add up after time.

e Use financial (checking account,
credit card, etc.) statement reviews as
an aid to evaluate spending habits,
promote sound financial practices and
to teach how to watch for irregularities
that could signal fraud.

The teen years can challenge even the most
patient parent. However, by teaching
important lessons about money management
early on, you might be giving your son or
daughter the gift of a lifetime of good
financial habits.

Joseph Mynio, MBA, is a Financial Associate
with Thrivent Financial for Lutherans in
Pittsford. He can be reached at 585-586-1170
x229. Thrivent Financial for Lutherans is a
not-for-profit, Fortune 500 financial services
membership organization helping
approximately 2.6 million members achieve
their financial goals and give back to their
communities. This column was prepared by
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Thrivent Financial for use by this
representative.

About Thrivent Financial for Lutherans
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans is a not-for-
profit, Fortune 500 financial services
membership organization helping
approximately 2.6 million members achieve
financial security and give back to their
communities. Thrivent Financial and its
affiliates offer a broad range of financial
products and services including life insurance,
annuities, mutual funds, disability income
insurance, bank products and more. As a not-
for-profit organization, Thrivent Financial
creates and supports national outreach
programs and activities that help
congregations, schools, charitable
organizations and individuals in need. For
more information, visit Thrivent.com. Also,
you can find us on Facebook and Twitter.

Securities and investment advisory services
are offered through Thrivent Investment
Management Inc., 625 Fourth Ave. S.,
Minneapolis, MN 55415, 800-847-4836, a
FINRA and SIPC member and a wholly
owned subsidiary of Thrivent Financial for
Lutherans. Thrivent Financial representatives
are registered representatives of Thrivent
Investment Management Inc.

Bank products and trust services are offered
through Thrivent Financial Bank, (Member
FDIC, Equal Housing Lender), a wholly
owned subsidiary of Thrivent Financial for
Lutherans. Insurance, securities, investment
advisory services, and trust and investment
management accounts are not deposits, are
not guaranteed by Thrivent Financial Bank,
are not insured by the FDIC or any other
federal government agency, and may go down
in value. For additional important disclosure
information, please visit
Thrivent.com/disclosures.


https://www.thrivent.com/banking/online/financeworks.html?Student=internal&wsdate=60110&wssubject=Fieldnr
https://www.thrivent.com/banking/online/financeworks.html?Student=internal&wsdate=60110&wssubject=Fieldnr
https://www.thrivent.com/?Student=internal&wsdate=60110&wssubject=Fieldnr
http://www.facebook.com/thrivent?Student=internal&wsdate=60110&wssubject=Fieldnr
http://twitter.com/thrivent?Student=internal&wsdate=60110&wssubject=Fieldnr

