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The 

 Link  

 
St. Paul‘s Evangelical Lutheran Church January 2012 
 

From the Pastor: 
 

―Should auld acquaintance be forgot 

and never brought to mind? Should auld 

acquaintance be forgot, and auld lang syne!‖ 

 

This song, traditionally sung on New 

Year‘s Eve at the stroke of midnight, is about 

love and friendship in times past. As another 

year comes to a close, we are reminded of the 

many major events that have taken place in 

the world and in our lives. We are reminded 

of great names lost and new friends made and 

especially of babies born into our families. 

 

There have been good times and 

difficult times, but all this together becomes 

the fabric of our lives. Whether we fail to 

remember the significant people in our lives, 

or we treasure the relationships we share on 

our journey of life, each person we get to 

know is a gift from a loving Creator. How 

wonderful it is to touch the heart of someone 

special, and how more wonderful it is to let 

them touch yours! 

 

The new year encourages each of us to 

resolve to improve our lives. I would 

encourage each and every one of us to begin 

by thanking God for the year just past, the 

year to come, and the present moment. I thank 

God for all of you and pray that God will 

bless your lives richly with supportive friends 

 

 

 

and family and wonderful times together. My 

wish would be that each of you could gain a 

deeper relationship with those who share 

worship space, nursery use and commune 

with you. Each relationship at St. Paul‘s is a 

gift. 

 

Loneliness, boredom and depression 

affect people negatively, especially in the 

darkness of winter‘s grip. The connections 

offered through the church combat all that. 

The service opportunities we offer combat all 

that. The lives you can change as a faithful 

follower can change all that. 

 

Should old acquaintance be forgot, 

and never brought to mind? I think not. We 

stand on the shoulders of giants in our faith – 

quiet people who lived their lives in 

meaningful ways. For 145 years St. Paul‘s 

Lutheran Church has served Christ in this 

community. Resolve to make this year the 

best ever. 

 

Soli Deo Gloria, 

 Pastor Jeff Hedin 
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Happy New Year!  

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

St. Paul’s is a welcoming Christian family. 
We are created by God, saved by Jesus 
Christ, God’s Son, and inspired by the 

Holy Spirit. Through joyous worship and 
Mission Commitment, St. Paul’s furthers 

the word of God’s Saving Grace. 
 

 

ATTENDANCE 
 

―WE COUNT BECAUSE YOU COUNT‖ 

 

  Early Late Total Nursery 
      

Nov. 20 73 66 139 17 

 27 70 48 118 9 
      

Dec. 4 88 63 151 8 

 11 78 73 151 17 

      

Average Sunday attendance through 

November 2011 – 136 

Average Sunday attendance through 

November 2010 - 144 

Average Sunday attendance through 

November 2009 – 147 

 

 

 

Changes to regular 
Worship Schedule 

 

Sunday January 1st 
One service of Lessons and Carols at 

11:00 a.m.  
 

Sunday January 22nd   

One service of Holy Communion at 
9:30 a.m.  

Sunday School will begin following 
the Children’s Sermon at 9:45 a.m. 
The Annual Meeting will follow the 

service.  
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Church Council 
News 

 
At the Church Council meeting on 

Monday December 12th the following 
items were discussed –  

 
Minutes of the November Meeting, 
Financial reports to end November, 
Action list updates,  
Evangelism,  
Stewardship, 
Budget 2012, 
Community benevolence,  
Annual Meeting Date & Time, 
Council Membership 2012, 
Date for next meeting.   
 
Please see the Church Council 

notice board in the hallway for more 
information and a copy of the minutes of 
the last meeting. Copies of previous 
meeting’s minutes can be found in the 
Church Office, or by visiting our web site 
www.stpaulspittsford.org 

 
Please contact the Church Council 

via e-mail at or leave messages in the red 
Church Council folders by the window in 
the work area of the offices.  

 
The next meeting of the Church 

Council will be held on Monday January 
9th beginning at 6:45 p.m.  

 
 

 
Church Council members are needed 
for 2012 – please see any member of 
the Church Council or Pastor Hedin 
for more information. 
 

Financial Update 
 

 
 

Operational Budget financial status.   

As of November 30
th

 budgeted income was 

$227,885 and we received $225,397. 

Budgeted expenses were $256,381 and we 

spent $249,719. 
 

Capital/Mortgage Budget financial status.  

We have received the sum of $ $68,114 as of 

the end of November.  While many provide 

their funds near the end of the year, we 

require $6,480 per month to meet our annual 

mortgage of $82,000.  
 

 
 

Learning about our Faith 
 

The Ten Commandments 
 

The Fourth Commandment 
Honor your father and your mother. 

What does this mean?  

We should fear and love God so that we do 

not despise or anger our parents and other 

authorities, but honor them, serve and obey 

them, love and cherish them. 
 

The Fifth Commandment 
You shall not murder. 

What does this mean?  

We should fear and love God so that we do 

not hurt or harm our neighbor in his body, but 

help and support him in every physical need. 
 

The Sixth Commandment 
You shall not commit adultery. 

What does this mean?  

We should fear and love God so that we lead 

a sexually pure and decent life in what we say 

and do, and husband and wife love and honor 

each other. 
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Connecting with God in a 

Disconnected World 

 
Start your new year off right, with the 

opportunity to improve your relationship with 

God.   

 

The Adult Forum will be purchasing booklets 

for this thought-provoking study (we are 

asking for a donation of $6 per book to defray 

the cost).   

 

Please join us, beginning Sunday, January 8 at 

9:45, upstairs across from the youth room.  

Come even if you can‘t make it for each 

week—you will benefit from however many 

sessions you can attend.   

 

Call Laura Patchen to let her know you will 

attend.  

 

Make this a priority for 2012, you’ll be 

glad you did! 
 

 

 

First Communion 
Classes 

 

 
 

An informational meeting for parents of 

children who wish to take  

First Communion Classes  

will be held on Sunday January 8
th

  

at 9:45 a.m.  in the Conference Room.  

 

Please see Pastor Hedin with any questions 

and to confirm attendance. 

 

You are invited to 
 

The Annual 
Congregational Meeting 

 

on Sunday January 22nd   
 

There will be one service at 9:30 a.m.   
(Sunday School will begin following the 

Children’s sermon at 9:45 a.m.) 
The meeting will take place following 

worship in the sanctuary.  

 
Please collect an Annual Report on 

Sunday January 15th to read before the 
meeting. 

 
All members of St. Paul’s and interested 

members are invited to attend. Your input 
and voice are important to the future and 

direction of St. Paul’s.  
 

Please plan to attend and wear 
your name tags.  

 

 

Dorcas Rachel Circle 
 

Date:  Thursday, January 12, 2012 

Place:  Dorcas Room 

Time:  9:45 am 

Program: ‗It‘s Leap Year‖ Shari MacFarlane 

Devotions:  Laura Patchen 

Hostesses:  Marlys Fisher 

                   Lois Künzler 

 

 A breakfast snack will be offered to 

the members as they arrive for the 

meeting. 

 Weather permitting; Shari‘s white 

Jeep (rear door) will be open for 

Pittsford Food Cupboard paper goods 

donations. 
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News from the Church Office 
 

Office Volunteers are needed on 

Thursday 12th to collate the Annual 

Report, and on Tuesday 24th to 

assemble the February òLinkó.  Please 

sign up in the Volunteer Work area 

(outside of Pastorõs office) if you are 

able to help. 
 

Articles for the February edition 

of the òLinkó must be received by 9:00 

a.m. Monday January 16th.  Anything 

handwritten will be appreciated earlier.  
 

The Un-decorating will take 

place in stages as before. The tree in 

the sanctuary will be un-decorated and 

removed on Sunday 8th January 

immediately after the second service. 

Other decorations will be put away 

week beginning Monday January 9th. 

Please let me know if you are available 

to help.  
 

The sign up list to provide 

Cookies for Sunday fellowship early 

next year is on the refrigerator in the 

kitchen. We need them for both 

services; to arrive in time for the 

openers to put them out, or prior to the 

beginning of the second service. 
 

òChrist in our Homesó 

devotionals for January, February and 

March are available for collection in the 

Foyer. 
 

We need the bottom 1/3 of your 

empty 2 quart juice cartons for altar 

flower deliveries. Please put your rinsed 

donations in the box in the sacristy. 

 

The Church Office will be 

closed on December 26th & 30th, and 

January 2nd.  

Thanks to Teresa Caldwell, 

Nancy Hilliard and Marilyn Larson for 

joining the Phone Tree callers. 

 

A few reminders for the New Year  
 

Items for the Sunday bulletin 

insert must be received by Wednesday 

morning at 9:00 am. Items for the 

Sunday bulletin must be received by 

Thursday morning at 9:00 a.m. 

 

If you notice we are low on 

supplies for communion, flower 

delivery, or the office please let me 

know. Coffee hour needs should be 

written on the yellow order form on the 

clipboard in the kitchen. Cleaning 

supply needs should be reported to 

David, our sexton. 

 

The Calendar for 2012 is on the 

wall by the stairs to the offices. Many 

events and meetings are already booked 

through December 2012. To prevent 

room clashes write on any events or 

meetings your group is having. If you 

have table & chairs set up needed, 

please let David, our sexton, know by 

putting a note in his mail tray.  

 

Names on our thoughts and 

prayers list are kept on for one month. 

If longer is necessary please renew the 

name at the beginning of each month. 

 

The altar flower and bulletin 

sponsorship charts are in the hallway 

to the nursery. Altar flowers are $15 

per vase and bulletins are $10. When 

you sign please fill out a form so that I 

know the wording to put in the bulletin. 

 

Happy New Year! 

Janet Harris, Church Coordinator  
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Volunteer with RAIHN 

This Year! 
 

The Rochester Area Interfaith Hospitality 

Network (RAIHN) is a not-for-profit 

organization that provides temporary shelter, 

meals and case management to help homeless 

families find housing and employment or 

education.  The goal is to keep families 

together until they can find permanent 

housing.  Families also receive follow-up 

services for a year after housing is found. 

 

This program utilizes countless volunteers 

and only 3 paid staff members to serve 25 to 

35 families each year.  A host congregation 

provides overnight accommodation and an 

evening meal for up to five families for one 

week 3 or 4 times a year.  All families are 

assessed to be ready to change their situation 

and are screened for substance abuse and 

psychiatric problems. 

 

St. Paul‘s is the Support Congregation for 

First Presbyterian Church on Church Street in 

Pittsford Village.  Three to four times a year, 

RAIHN families spend a week at First 

Presbyterian, receiving a hot evening meal 

and a place to spend the night.  St. Paul‘s 

offers support by providing volunteers and 

food for one night during that week.   

 

**YOUR HELP is needed in the following 

ways: 

 

 Provide a portion of the evening meal 

– main dish, side dishes, or dessert for 

up to 20 people.   

 Serve to and eat dinner with the 

RAIHN families, as well as clean up 

after dinner and run the industrial 

dishwasher! 

 Spend time visiting with the families, 

playing games with the children, and 

being present during the evening and 

breakfast hospitality hours. 

 Sleep at First Presbyterian Church 

with the families on a comfy air 

mattress, providing supervision and 

assistance ―in case of emergency.‖  

 

The next RAIHN rotation at First 

Presbyterian Church is February 12
th

 – 19
th

.  

Volunteer shifts will be available Friday, 

February 17
th

 (5-7:30 pm, 7-9 pm, 9pm-

8am) and Saturday, February 18
th

 (8am-

10am).  Please also consider helping First 

Presbyterian during the week for a hospitality 

(7-9 pm) or overnight (9pm-7am) shift. Watch 

for the sign up sheet in the foyer in late 

January! Feel free to contact Jen Canning 

with any questions. 

 

A training to learn more about the RAIHN 

organization, its mission and the families it 

serves will be held Wednesday, February 1
st 

at 6:30 pm at Twelve Corners Presbyterian 

Church (1200 S. Winton Rd). Please RSVP 

to Jennifer Canning. 

 

 

THE RAIHN COOKBOOK HAS SOLD 

OUT ITS FIRST PRINTING! THANK YOU 

TO ALL THOSE WHO SUPPORTED THIS 

FUNDRAISER. 

 

 

 

A little boy opened the big and old 

family Bible with fascination; he looked 

at the old pages as he turned them. 

Then something fell out of the Bible 

and he picked it up and looked at it 

closely. It was an old leaf from a tree 

that had been pressed in between the 

pages. òMommy, look what I found,ó the 

boy called out. òWhat have you got 

there, dear?ó his mother asked. With 

astonishment in his voice he answered: 

òItõs Adamõs clothes!!!ó 
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Lollypop Farm 
Collection  

 

 
 

In January we invite you to clean out 
your closets and bring in any un-wanted 
old bath towels (non smaller) and/or 
blankets. Lollypop Farm can make good 
use of them to help dry, clean and warm 
the dogs after their walks in the snow.  
 
Old un-wanted spoons and forks are also 
needed for use to serve canned dog and 
cat food.  
 
There will be a collection box in the 
Dorcas Room throughout January.   
 

 
 

St. Paulôs Women 
 

This year‘s ingathering project will be the 

collection of NEW backpacks for children 

ages 5-18. 

 

They may be made of any material and any 

size. All NEW backpacks will be accepted. 

 

A box will be placed in the Dorcas Room to 

collect the donated bags. 

 

Shari‘s suggestion:  

2-3-4 ladies share expenses of the NEW bag 

being placed in the collection box.  

Any questions, please call Shari MacFarlane 

A New Evening Womenôs 

Group? 
 

Women of St. Paul‘s who work during the 

day and can‘t attend the Dorcas Rachel 

Circle, are you interested in forming a new 

women‘s group that meets in the evening? 

 

If so, please give you name to the Church 

Office. 

 
 

 

30 Hour Famine 
 

Our 30 Hour Famine to benefit World 
Vision will be held Friday 20th to Saturday 
21st. If you would like to help in any way 
please see Elizabeth Conderman. 
Needed are famine participants, financial 
sponsors, and break-fast meal preparers 
for Saturday evening.  
 

 

 

Dear St. Paul‘s, 
 

 
 

Elderberry Express is in need of more 

volunteer drivers. Our community is 

experiencing an increase in senior citizens 

living longer. As our seniors reach an age 

where they can no longer drive, the need is 

even greater that others, be they family 

members, friends or volunteers, come to their 

assistance. 

Some of our own volunteer drivers 

leave our community during summer or 

winter and our effort to fill this need increases 

as time goes on. 

Call 248-6237 for more information. 

Sincerely yours, 

Gilbert P. Landry 
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Poinsettias 
 

Given by…    

In Memory/Honor of 
 

Don Ahlgren    

Greta Ahlgren  

Al & Doris Anderson   

Loved ones 

Gerhard & Betty Becker  

Blessings received  

The Berndt Family  

Edith Berndt, Mirjana Kozlina, and 

Lane Maxcy  

Sandy & Mike Bill  

Their parents  

Terry & Ellen Bluhm  

Shobhana Mishra 

Susan Brainard  

The beloved 

June Buskey  

God’s many blessings  

The Canning Family  

Friends and family 

Roy & Dorothy Copeland  

Loved ones 

The Dahl Family   

Loved ones 

Nancy DaMore   

Family in heaven  

Clara Firth    

Loved ones 

Marlys, Todd & Michele Fisher  

Family loved ones  

Dolores Ford    

William & Elsie Kassel  

The Foti Family  

Loved ones  

The Ginegaw Family  

Glenn Ginegaw  

Millie Glaze  

Donald Glaze 

Oscar & Wilma Goehle  

Loved ones 

Harlan & Barb Granger  

In gratitude for dear family & 

friends  

The Graser Family  

Loved ones   

Don & Esther Green   

Loved ones  

Sandy & Ted Hamm   

Loved ones  

George R. Harris    

George F. Harris 

Pastor & Ruth Hedin   

Greta Ahlgren & Nels Hedin 

Muriel & Al Herpich   

Loved ones 

The Lang Family  

Loved ones 

Juergen & Elvira Lein  

Loved ones  

Whitey & Sandy Link  

Thankful for blessings received  

Ron & Shari MacFarlane  

Loved ones  

Mike & JoAnne McNamara  

Thanks for Shannon’s cards, flowers 

& prayers 

Ann Menendez   

Grace & Gabe Pereira 

Robert & Betty Patterson  

Loved ones 

Dave & Peg Peppler  

Loved ones 

Clifford & Florence Plane   

Loved ones  

Fred & Barbara Risser  

Elizabeth M. Risser 

William Robinson  

Pat Robinson  

Arlyn & Joseph Salamone  

Loved ones 

Barbara & Mike Servé  

Parents; Doris & Charles Newson, 

Bertha & Vincent Servé 

Mary Evalyn & Clyde Stephens  

Their son, Greg  

Bill & Linda Wallace  

Loved ones 

The Zaucha Family   

Jean & Ed Zaucha  
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Volunteering in the 
Spotlight  

 
The Time & Talent forms have 

been a big success. Sixteen volunteer 
roles have new members! A more 
detailed analysis will be included in the 
Annual Report.   

 

Worship Assistants  
 
One area that is low on numbers is 

second service worship assistants. The role 
of worship assistants includes three parts; 
lectors, prayer leaders and communion 
assistants. One of each is assigned to each 
service. The advantage of this is that if 
one of the three is unavailable at the last 
minute there is generally someone else 
willing and able to fill in.  

 
Lectors read the two lessons. The 

readings and introductions are available 
for pick up prior to the scheduled 
Sunday. It requires some preparation 
time beforehand to rehearse the lessons. 
A pronunciation guide is available to 
help. Large print copies of the lessons are 
provided on the lectern.  
 

Prayer leaders read the prayers of 
intercession, the offertory prayer, the post 
communion prayer and the dismissal. 
The prayers are available for pick up 
prior to the scheduled Sunday. It requires 
some preparation time beforehand to 
rehearse the prayers. Large print copies 
of the prayers are provided on the 
lectern.  As part of the prayers of 
intercessions the first names of those on 
the thoughts & prayers list are read out. 

Prayer leaders need to arrive early to 
check for any additions to the prayer list.  
 

Communion assistants help Pastor 
serve communion by distributing the 
wafers, and then offering communion to 
Pastor at the end.  

 
You can volunteer for all three 

roles, or two or just one. Your choice. Full 
training is given. All three are very 
important parts of making the service go 
well. Each volunteer is asked to arrive at 
least 15 minutes early and report to the 
wrangler (name will be listed in the 
bulletin) and Pastor. As these roles are so 
important those who are not here five 
minutes before the service begins may 
have to be replaced.  
 

Lectors and prayer leaders are 
asked to collect their envelope of readings 
from the Foyer prior to their scheduled 
Sunday. This really saves us postage.  

 
As with all volunteer roles 

worship assistants are required to find a 
swap or replacement if they are not 
available on a scheduled Sunday. If 
needed I can help by providing contact 
information and names of possible 
replacements.  
 
 If you would like to talk about 
being a worship assistant, please call me 
in the Church Office at 586-0580 or e-mail 
janet@stpaulspittsford.org.  
 
  
Happy New Year  
 

Janet Harris,  
Church Coordinator  
 

mailto:janet@stpaulspittsford.org
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Letõs celebrate in 
January 

 
 

5
th

  Happy Birthday to Andrew Washburn, 

Nancy Forman & Tom Collins  

 

8
th

 Happy Birthday to Ellen Bluhm, Rick 

Alvarado & Eileen Yates and Happy 

18
th

 Wedding Anniversary to Bill & 

Erika Paul 

 

12
th 

Happy Birthday to Sydney Whitaker  

 

11
th

 Happy Wedding Anniversary to Glenn 

& Ellyn Schaefer   

 

13
th

 Happy Birthday to Claudia Foti 

 

15
th

 Happy Birthday to Linda Jackson 

 

16
th

 Happy Birthday to Nancy DaMore 

 

17
th

 Happy Birthday to Michelle 

Graupman  

 

18
th

 Happy Birthday to Kryslin Kane, Jerry 

Graser and Glenn Schaefer 

 

20
th

 Happy Birthday to Jonathan Paul 

 

21
st
 Happy Birthday to Sara Meyer and 

Philip Sacchitella  

 

22
nd

     Happy Birthday to Jessica Tobin 

 

25
th

 Happy Birthday to Mary Pena 

 

26
th

 Happy Birthday to Paul Ruske 

 

29
th

 Happy Birthday to Whitey Link & Joe 

Grymin 

Dates To Save 
 

Dec. 24
th

 Christmas Eve. Services 

at 5:15 p.m. & 10:30 p.m. 

 25
th

 Christmas Day. One 

service at 11 am 

 26
th

 & 30
th

  Church Office Closed 
   

Jan. 1
st
 One service of Lessons 

and Carols at 11 am 

 2
nd

 Church Office Closed  

 20
th

/21
st
  30 Hour Famine 

 22
nd

 Annual Meeting. One 

service.  
   

Feb.  1
st
 RAIHN Training @ 

Twelve Corners 

Presbyterian, Brighton  

 5
th

 Souper Bowl Sunday 

 11
th

 Valentine‘s Progressive 

Dinner 

 12
th

 RAIHN assistance week 

begins 

 22
nd

 Ash Wednesday 

 23
rd

 Blood Drive 
   

March 10
th

 Italian Café  
   

April 1
st
 Palm Sunday 

 8
th

 Easter Sunday 

 21
st
 Family Game Night  

   

Sept 9
th

 Annual Picnic  

 

 
 

Although we were being married in New 

Hampshire, I wanted to add a touch of 

my home state, Kansas, to the wedding. 

My fiancée, explaining this to a friend, 

said that we were planning to have 

wheat rather than rice thrown after 

the ceremony. Our friend thou ght for a 

moment. Then he said solemnly, òItõs a 

good thing sheõs not from Idaho.ó 
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Thanks to you in 

November 
 
Many bags of food were donated to the 

Eastern Service Workers Association 

for Thanksgiving baskets,  

 

Volunteers made meals and assisted 

with Rochester Area Interfaith 

Hospitality Network at First 

Presbyterian Church, thanks to Jen 

Canning for coordinating,  

 

Twelve shoe boxes were filled for 

Operation Christmas Child, thanks to 

Tim Hammer for coordinating,  

 

Two boxes of holiday candy bags were 

donated to Pittsford Food Cupboard, 

thanks to Mara Berndt for  delivering 

them, 

 

Food was collected for the Community 

Lutheran Ministry Thanksgiving 

Dinner, thanks to Julie Huse for 

coordinating,  

 

Thanksgiving pies were bought to 

benefit Habitat for Humanity, thanks to 

Dick Poduska for coordinating,  

 

Pie making and leaf raking by the 

Lutheran  Youth Organization raised 

money for food for the Eastern Service 

Workers Association,  

 

Fall Favors were made by members of 

the Dorcas Rachel Circle for local 

nursing homes, 

 

Christmas Shopping was done in  

Pittsford Plaza to benefit Rochester 

Area Interfaith Hospitality Network. 

 

The Community Lutheran Ministry‘s 

Annual Thanksgiving Dinner for the Joseph 

Avenue area neighbors was held on Saturday, 

November 18
th

 at 942 Joseph Avenue. St. 

Paul‘s is one of many churches who help to 

make this event possible. 

Thanks to the following members who 

supplied food:  Sandy Bill, the Bluhm‘s, June 

Buskey, Jean Comstock, Clara Firth, Marlys 

Fisher, Dolores Ford,  the Gangloff‘s, Wilma 

Goehle, Barb Granger, Nancy Graser, the 

Hammer‘s, Muriel Herpich, Julie Huse, the 

Künzlers, Sandy Link, Anne Oestreich, Laura 

Patchen, Nikki Robinson, Pat Ruske, Arlyn 

Salamone, Ruth Stone, Sandi Uhlig, the 

Wallace‘s, Gertie Wiegert and to Esther & 

Don Green and Al & Doris Anderson who 

provided financial assistance for the purchase 

of non-food items (plates, plastic silverware, 

etc.) 

This was a great opportunity to serve 

our Lord through feeding the less fortunate 

and by witnessing our faith in word and 

music. 

Approximately 400 are served each 

year. 

Submitted by Julie Huse 

 
 

Habitat Thanksgiving Pie Fundraiser: 

Thank you to those who purchased 

Thanksgiving pies to help raise funds for St. 

Paul‘s participation in the Habitat Interfaith 

Partnership.  By the time you read this, you 

may very well have already enjoyed eating 

the delicious pies that are caringly prepared 

and cooked each year by Kelly‘s Farm 

Market.  There were a total of 357 pies sold 

by all six members of the Habitat Interfaith 

Partnership that includes, St. Paul‘s, First 

Presbyterian, St. Louis, Christ Episcopal, 

Islamic Center and Temple Sinai.  This 

resulted in almost $2,000 that will go toward 

the next Habitat house the Partnership plans 

to build in 2013.  Thanks again for your help 

with this activity. 

Dick Poduska 
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John Heiman shared the following 

message as part of our Stewardship 

presentations in November. 
 

Time for personal contribution 

All week I have had this image going through 

my head. 

 

It would be pretentious to call it a vision, no 

golden plates or burning bush. 

 

Long line of people waiting for their 

interview with St. Peter. We are all in that 

line. I am first in line. 

 

SP: Hi John, how are you? Tell me about your 

use of the time, talents and treasure that the 

Lord has given you. 

 

J:  Oh, I lived a long time, my talents gave me 

pleasure and a good income, and my treasure 

is in a big pile and still growing. 

 

SP:  I can see that. Where is your treasure 

now? 

 

J:  Oh, I had to leave it behind. 

 

SP:  That‘s a shame. 

 

SP:  What is important to you? 

 

J:  My family, my living area, my home and 

my church. 

 

SP:  But your children are on their own and 

your home is paid for. 

 

SP:  What about your church? 

 

J:  I love it. Active children content, large 

youth group, big confirmation class, 

wonderful music program and community 

outreach. 

 

SP:  I know about your church, why is it 

struggling to meet its expenses? 

J:  Hmmmmmm. I guess that I and others 

didn‘t share enough of our treasure. We had 

our priorities out of whack. 

 

SP:  Yes, and now you are here and your 

treasure sits alone in a pile. 

 

SP:  Please stand aside over there, I‘ll have to 

think about you for awhile. 

 

 

 

The new pastor was visiting in the 

homes of his parishioners. At one house 

it seemed obvious that someone was a 

home, but no answer came to his 

repeated knocks at the door. He took 

out a card, wrote òRevelation 3:20ó on 

the back and stuck it in the door. W hen 

the offering was processed the 

following Sunday, he saw that his card 

had been returned. Add to it was this 

message, òGenesis 3:10.ó Checking his 

Bible to make sure he remembered the 

citation correctly, he broke up in gales 

of laughter. Revelation 3:20  begins, 

òBehold, I stand at the door and 

knock.ó Genesis 3:10 reads, òI heard 

your voice in the garden and I was 

afraid for I was naked.ó 

 

My wife invited some people to dinner. 

At the table, she turned to our six -

year -old daughter and said, òWould you 

like to say the blessing?ó òI wouldnõt 

know what to say,ó she replied. òJust 

say what you hear Mommy say,ó my wife 

said. Our daughter bowed her head and 

said: òDear Lord, why on earth did I 

invite all these people to dinner?ó 
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Lake Chautauqua Lutheran 

Center   

 
5013 Rt. 430 

Bemus Point, NY 14712 

716-386-4125 

contact@lclcenter.org 

www.lclcenter.org 
 

Senior High Winter Retreat Jan. 6-8,  

Cost: $85 

Fun in the snow at LCLC. Get re-acquainted 

with your camp friends from summer and 

make new friends for next year.  
 

Hobby Weekend February 24-26,  

Cost: $100 

Bring your favorite UnFinished object 

(scrapbooking, quilting, crafting, reading) and 

immerse yourself in your hobby.  Bible study, 

worship and recreation will also be included. 
 

4th-8th Grade Winter Retreat March 2-4,  

Cost: $85 

Bible studies, sledding, campfires, games, 

singing, great food, and great friends.  

 

 

While I was preaching in a church in 

Mississippi, the pastor announced that 

their prison quartet would be singing. I 

wasnõt aware there was a prison in the 

vicinity and I looked forward to hearing 

them. The next evening, I was puzzled 

when four members of the church 

approached the stage. Then the pastor 

introduced t hem. òThis is our prison 

quartet,ó he said, òbehind a few bars 

and always looking for the key.ó 

 

 

The Music Treehouse 
 

Music and Movement classes for young 

children (birth to age 5) and their families.  

A 10% discount for St. Paul‘s Members. 
  

OPEN HOUSE 
Thursday Jan. 5th at 9:30am  

Friday Jan. 6th at 9:30am  
  

Thursdays at 9:30am 
January 12th through March 15th   (no class 

Feb. 2nd and Feb. 23rd) 

Make-up Class March 22nd 
  

Fridays at 9:30am  
January 13th through March 16th (no class 

Feb. 3rd and Feb. 24th) 

Make-up Class March 23rd 
 

Contact Holley Haynes for more information  

 

 

Women of the ELCA 

2012 upcoming events: 
 

2012 Communion Brunch 

Date:   Saturday, March 24, 2012 

Place:  Messiah Lutheran Church 

          4301 Mt. Read Blvd. 

Time:  9:30 am Registration $5.00 

10:00 Program:  The Bread Man Chet Fery 

Offering to SWO and Greece Food Cupboard 

(bring non-perishables) 

Thank offerings will be collected 

 

Women of the ELCA Region 7 Gathering 

Date:   April 27-29, 2012 

Place:   Camp of the Woods, Speculator, NY 

 

2012 Spring Assembly 

Date:  Saturday, June 2, 2012 

Place:   Our Savior Lutheran Church 

           2415 Chili Ave. 

Time:  1:00 pm Registration 

           1:30 Program:  Mrs. Bishop Dube 

Offering to SWO and Vashindiri 

mailto:lclc@windstream.net
http://www.lclcenter.org/
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Dear Friends at St. Paul‘s, 

I want to thank you for your caring 

thoughts, prayers and cards after the death of 

my granddaughter, Greta. Your kindness and 

love is so much appreciated.  And I am 

comforted and strengthened by your sharing 

of faith. 

In God‘s love, Elinor Lindboom 

 

 

Dear St. Paul‘s 

Claudia Foti left a lovely flower 

arrangement at the front desk on Sunday. 

I was at Sunday dinner and missed her.  

Thank her and members of St. Paul‘s for their 

kindness. I can attend only ―once in a while‖, 

so it means so much to be included in our 

church family. 

Sincerely, Anita Sears 

 

 

Dear friends at St. Paul‘s, 

Thank you, thank you for the beautiful 

flowers which are smiling up at me from my 

coffee table! They are really beautiful and 

light up my living room – a wonderful thing 

on such a drab day as this! Thank you so 

much again and God Bless! 

Sincerely, Edna Rossi 

 

 

To all who collected for the Houses of 

Change project last summer: 

THANK YOU SO MUCH! 

The bus passes that you purchased will help 

the families get to appointments, look for 

jobs, look for apartments and so much more!  

Blessings! From all at RAIHN 

 

 
 

A reminder to all who will be away for 

some part of the winter to let the 

Church Office know the dates in 

advance. This will prevent us waiting in 

line to pay to have your òLinkó 

returned.  
 

Wise thoughts for the New Year  
 

All of us could take a lesson from the 

weather. It pays no attention to 

criticism.  
 

Most plans are just inaccurate 

prediction s. 
 

Be careful of your thoughts; they may 

become words at any moment.  
 

Research tells us that fourteen out of 

any ten individuals like chocolate.  
 

You may be only one person in the 

world, but you may also be the world to 

one person.  
 

The only person you c an change is 

yourself.  
 

If you walk with the Lord, youõll never 

be out of step.  
 

God is more interested in the shape of 

your character than the size of your 

bank account. 
 

A calm sea does not make a skilled 

sailor.  
 

Be content with what you have but 

never with what you are.  
 

God is the flame and we are the mirror 

that reflects it.  
 

Jesus did not come to make Godõs love 

possible, but to make Godõs love visible. 
 

Let the power of love replace the love 

of power.  


