Christmas Eve Service
Dec. 24, 2020, 9pm
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

Welcome to St. Paul’s Virtual Christmas Service! We are glad you are here with us to celebrate
Christ’s birth. During these Covid times, we have been livestreaming our service each week at
9:30am on Sunday. It can be viewed on our website, or on Twitch (in real time or anytime
thereafter). Once we are back in person, we will continue to meet at this time, providing both a
live service and a streamed service. Sunday School for all ages is offered on 1st Sundays
following the service, currently over Zoom. Hope to “see” you there!

PRELUDE

Noël XIII

Louis-Claude Daquin (1694-1772)

WELCOME

OPENING
OPENING HYMN

“Here It Begins” by Michael Norton
Once in Royal David’s City

#269

Verse 1 sung by the youth

Continued on next page…

GREETING OPENING PRAYER
May the grace and truth of Christ be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant that
here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to the
brightness of his glory; through your only Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen
FIRST READING: Isaiah 9:2, 6-7
2

The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness —
on them light has shined. …
6
For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

7

His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.
The Word of the Lord.

HYMN

Joy to the World

Thanks be to God!
#267

SECOND READING: Titus 2:11–14
11

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to renounce impiety
and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and
godly, 13while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God
and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all
iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds.
The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God!

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
From Heaven Above (v.1)
From heav’n above to earth I come to bring good news to every home.
Glad tidings of great joy I bring to all the world and gladly sing.
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GOSPEL READING: Luke 2:1–7, 8-20
P
C

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered.
2
This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went
to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to
Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and
family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was
expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger,
because there was no place for them in the inn.
8

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night.
Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and
they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you
good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior,
who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in
bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of
the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
14
"Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"
15
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let
us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known
to us." 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.
17
When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and
9

pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they
had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
L

The Gospel of the Lord.

C

Praise to you, O Christ!

RESPONSE:
From Heaven Above (last verse)
14 "Glory to God in highest heav'n,
who unto us the Son has giv'n."
With angels sing in pious mirth
a glad new year to all the earth!
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Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

SERMON
HYMN

Pastor Johanna Rehbaum
Lo, How a Rose
Choir will sing vs 1, congregation is invited to sing on vs 2-4.

#272

THE PRAYERS
Rejoicing in the light of Christ that shines upon us, we pray for the church, the world, and all
according to their needs. … Mighty God, fill our hearts with the joy of this night. Stir your
church in every place to join the angels' song, praising you for your birth among us and your
presence within us. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Prince of Peace, scatter the bitterness of hatred and fear, and heal the wounds that come from
brokenness. Help us all to seek your peace on earth and to work to establish goodwill among the
nations. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Word of God, shine your healing light on those who are alone and long for companionship, those
who are rejected, weak, troubled, or sick, especially those affected by Covid-19, and all those we
name before you now…. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Wonderful Counselor, free us from our preoccupation with the past. Relieve our fears of what
may come. Assure us that, whatever has been and whatever will be, we live in the light of your
unfailing compassion. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Sun of Righteousness, we come with many prayers, memories, and experiences on our hearts.
Ease our ache about traditions and people we are missing this year, and help us to trust you are
present even still. Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Everlasting Father, not all of our loved ones still dwell with us on earth. Comfort us with the
gracious vision of our departed loved ones basking in the light of your eternal presence until we
too inherit the fullness of your glory. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Hear the hopes and prayers of our hearts on this holy night, O God, and magnify our joy at the
birth of your Light among us, Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Share signs of peace with those in your household, or in the chat online.

OFFERING
During this time, in joy and gratitude for the ways God continually dwells lovingly with us, and
in support of the mission of our congregation, you are invited to make a gift online
(www.stpaulspittsford.org/donate-now), or write a check and mail to
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, PO Box # 363, Pittsford, NY 14534.
OFFERTORY ANTHEM

In the Bleak Midwinter
The St. Paul’s Choir

Harold Darke (1888 - 1976)

In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan,
Earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone;
Snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow,
In the bleak midwinter, long ago.
Our God, Heaven cannot hold Him, nor earth sustain;
Heaven and earth shall flee away when He comes to reign.
In the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed.
The Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ.
Enough for Him, whom cherubim, worship night and day,
Breastful of milk, and a mangerful of hay;
Enough for Him, whom angels fall before,
The ox and ass and camel which adore.
What can I give Him, poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;
If I were a Wise Man, I would do my part;
Yet what I can I give Him: give my heart.
-Christina Rossetti (1830-1894)
OFFERTORY HYMN

Hark the Herald Angels Sing
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Continued on next page.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray.
Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus,
who came among the poor to bring the riches of your grace.
As you have blessed us with your gifts, let them be blessing for others.
With the trees of the field, with all earth and heaven,
we shout for joy at the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
~ A note about Holy Communion ~
While we will hear the liturgy and participate with our hearts, it is NOT intended that you provide your
own elements and partake of the bread and wine at home tonight. The liturgy used here will include a
prayer for “spiritual communion” - articulating that while we always receive Christ spiritually, we do
still long to receive him physically in the sacrament when we can safely do so in community once again.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy [presider continues with the preface for Christmas]… we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you for the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son, Jesus, the Word made flesh.
In the night…
Again after supper…
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth.
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.
Holy God, we long for your Spirit.
Come among us. Bless this meal.
May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people. Fill us with your light.
Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.
All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel,
Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High,
one God, now and forever.
Amen
LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one in the Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

LAMB OF GOD

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION PRAYER
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in this Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart, just as you came into the world at Christmas.
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.
MEDITATIVE MUSIC

Of the Father’s Love Begotten

Wilburg Held (1914-2015)

~~~
In preparation to hear the Gospel of the Incarnation,
light a candle and turn off the lights in your home. Consider having other candles available to
light as well during the hymn.
THE GOSPEL OF THE INCARNATION: John 1:1–5
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in
the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing
came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all
people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.

You may choose to light other candles in your home during the hymn, until your home is alight
with the promise of God dwelling among us.
HYMN

Silent Night, Holy Night

BLESSING
Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow, praises voicing, let us greet the morrow:
Christ the child is born for you!
May God Almighty, Father Son + and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever.
Amen
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SENDING HYMN

Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful

#283

This hymn is a collaboration across the Upstate NY Synod,
with singers and instrumentalists from across the state.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you!
Thanks be to God!
POSTLUDE

In dulci Jubilo, BWV 729

J.S. Bach (1685-1750)
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